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“Warning!”      Text – Ephesians 5:3-6       OT Reading – Deut 27-28:14


Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Last Sunday, as I was standing at the rear door of the church, someone thanked me, in relation to the sermon on vv1-2, for the ‘heart-warming’ message.  
And I must confess that ‘heart-warming’ was not how I would have described the sermon.  
But as I thought about this further, I came to see why it is entirely appropriate to describe the passage and the sermon in that light.  
For, while we were challenged in the sermon to “be imitators of God,” and called to show love through undeserved forgiveness, all of this was grounded in the love that God has shown us by way of undeserved forgiveness.  
Hence, the appropriateness of the term “heart-warming.”  
For surely nothing is more ‘heart-warming’ to the Christian than the reminder of the love of God that we have been shown in Christ Jesus.  

And so, it would be nice if we could just stop at 5:2, wouldn’t it.  Or, at least go on considering it for a few weeks; just to wallow in the glow of God’s love and the forgiveness of our sins.  
Must we really go on to verse 3?  Couldn’t the Apostle have allowed us a little more ‘wallow’ time before launching into this diatribe against immorality?  

Well, looking at the beginning of v3, we note that it begins with that important word, “but.”  And we have already noted the significance of this little word in the book of Ephesians.  
Perhaps you remember that we described the ‘but’ of 2:4 as the most important ‘but’ in the world?  
And that is because the word ‘but’ serves as a pivot point or a contrast.  

And to see why this is so, turn back with me, once again, to 1:3-4.  
Now, we keep turning back to these verses don’t we!  And that is because they are so foundational and significant for everything else in the book.  
We might even call them the interpretive key that unlocks the door of Ephesians.  

Well, Paul calls believers, here, to praise the God “who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”  But then he goes on to say that God “chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless.”  
So, yes, we are to wallow in the blessings that we possess in Christ.  
BUT, attached to those blessings is the demand to be holy and blameless.  

Just a short while ago, we witnessed the baptism of Esther Hoyt.  
And we read a form which describes the significance of baptism and the promises that God makes to those He makes covenant with.  
But we saw also that baptism demands something of the one baptized.  
Esther, just like each of us who have been baptized, must live up to her baptism; we must live as those who have been baptized.  
Knowing that baptism brings with it either curse or blessing, we must walk the pathway of blessing.  

And that is why we must move from v2-v3ff.  That is why we must move from doctrine to duty; from position to practise; from belief to behaviour.  



And so, as we turn our attention to 5:3-6 then, we see that 
The Apostle exhibits sin that has no place amongst believers.  
In a similar fashion to a scientist who has conducted an experiment and come up with some definite results, he exhibits this sin by providing us with a description of it,     
                  	  And by warning us as to the seriousness of it, our two points                                               

Firstly then, we see in vv3-4a, that the Apostle provides us with a description of sin that has no place amongst believers.

Having called on us to imitate God by living a life of love, he reveals the opposite of the life of love by saying, “But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for God's holy people.  4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place.”  

	And as we begin to consider this description of sin that has no place among believers, let us start by ensuring that we understand the nature of the sin that is here exhibited.  
	Now, I say “the sin,” Brothers and Sisters, because what Paul is addressing here is sexual sin; illicit sex.  
	The six Greek words that Paul uses here are different angles or aspects of sexual sin.  
	These are not six separate and unrelated sins, but six aspects of sexual sin.  


	And this ought not to surprise us when we recall that the city of Ephesus was famous, the world over, for the temple of Diana.  And because Diana was supposedly a goddess of fertility, the temple attracted every form of deviant, debased, and debauched sexual sin that could possibly be imagined.  
	Ephesus was awash with prostitution, fornication, adultery, homosexuality, pedophilia, bestiality, etc etc; immorality was rampant.  
	Oh, we might think that sexual sin is worse now than it has ever been, and there is certainly truth in that, but there is nothing new under the sun. 
	Sexual sin was widespread in Ephesus then, just as it is widespread in our society today.


	So let’s look then at these six words of command.
	And firstly, the Greek word translated here as “sexual immorality” is the word porneia, from which we get the English word ‘pornography.’  
	This word has in view all sexual intercourse outside the confines of marriage.  
	God has given the gift of sex to be enjoyed only within marriage, by a man and his wife, and nowhere else; not before marriage, and not outside of marriage.  
	So, whenever sex takes place before marriage or outside of marriage, it is a sin of porneia; “sexual immorality.”  


	But then the Apostle widens his scope with the word “impurity.”  
	For, while “sexual immorality” has in view the act of sexual intercourse, “impurity” includes all other sexual acts, words, thoughts, desires, passions; any and every kind of sexual impurity.  
	So all kinds of illicit sexual activity are in view with this command.  




	And we see this, further, in the next word, “greed.”  
	For “greed” should not be understood as referring to wanting someone else’s peanut butter sandwich or their flash cell phone.  
	No, here the notion of sexual greed or a hunger for sensuality is in view.  
	Here the base desire to gratify ones’ self that gives birth to lustful thoughts and actions is what Paul holds before the Lord’s people.  


	And then, in v4, Paul adds to this description of sexual sin by forbidding “obscenity.”  
	“Obscenity” has in view any talk that is disgusting or dirty.  
	In Colossians 3:8, Paul uses the same root word to forbid “filthy language.” 
	That is what is meant by “obscenity.”  


	And then there is “foolish talk.”  
	And the Greek word translated as “foolish talk” is morologia, which literally suggests ‘moron words.’  
	Proverbs 15:2 says, “The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.”  

Here Paul has in view stupid talk, wasted words, thoughtlessly filthy words.  

	And he joins to that descriptive word the term “coarse joking.”  
	And these two are joined because so often this is where foolish talk leads; coarse joking.  
	I am sure we have all heard how this goes, and likely contributed to it ourselves.  As you talk with a group of people, someone makes a thoughtless statement that is suggestive or bordering on the unseemingly; that’s the ‘moron talk’ that Paul speaks of.  But then you or someone else remembers a joke that stretches the boundary a little further, and then, not wanting to miss out or feel awkward someone else shares a blatantly disgusting joke; that’s “coarse joking.”  

And once begun, it only heads in one direction; the gutter.  
	We laugh, we huddle closer together, and we roll together in the mud of sexual filth.  

	Well these then, are the six dimensions of sexual sin that Paul holds before the Lord’s people.


	And what does Paul say about these six aspects of sexual sin?  Well, under the inspiration of the Spirit of God he says two things:  
	Firstly, there is not to be even a hint of such things among us.  Literally, Paul says, “Do not let these things even be named among you.”  
	And there are two angles to this command: 
	On the one hand, it means that because we are dearly loved children of God, there should be no delighting in or indulging of any aspect of this sort of sin.  It should not be part of our behaviour and it should not be part of our conversation.  
	The precious gift of sex within marriage ought to be held in such high esteem by us all that we walk in purity and talk in purity.  

Illicit sexual activity of any kind and all lighthearted or obscene talk about sex ought not to exist among believers.  

	But on the other hand, these things should not even be named among us also because of our witness to unbelievers.  
	Doesn’t it cause you immense grief when you read or hear in the news that another minister has been caught in some sordid sexual sin?  It should do.  
	Not because we look down on the brothers or sisters involved, but because of the damage that is done to the name of Christ.  


	You see, Paul’s desire amongst all these commands is not just for harmonious living in the Christian community or happiness amongst husbands and wives, etc.  Paul’s desire is that in all we do, the name of Christ is exalted.  We are commanded to live a life of love so that unbelievers will be attracted to life in Christ.  
	In 1 Peter 2:12, the Apostle says, “Live such good lives among the pagans that … they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.”  
	It shouldn’t surprise you to know that as a Christian you are being carefully watched by unbelievers.  
	Boys and girls, young people, if your schoolmates or uni friends or workmates know that you are a Christian, you are being watched.  Unbelievers will look for any excuse to maintain their unbelief, and your sexual sins will provide them all the encouragement they need to do this.  
	And so, when you laugh at the dirty joke or join the group looking at some inappropriate pictures, or reveal that you watched that movie that every one knows has got sex-scenes in it, or give the url for that dodgy Youtube clip, you bring dishonour on the name of Christ.  
	And brothers and sisters, the same goes for you at work and at home.  
	You are being watched for any evidence of hypocrisy.  This too is why not even a hint of sexual sin should exist among you. 


	So that is the first thing that Paul says to believers about sexual sin; there should not even be a hint of it among us.  


	But the second thing that Paul says to believers about sexual sin is that these things should not be found among the Lord’s people, because they “are out of place.”  
	Let me illustrate this in this way: Just imagine for a moment, how you would feel if while you visited your doctor he lit up a cigarette and started puffing away?
	Would you not think that this was a little “out of place” for someone involved in the field of health?


	Well, as Paul began the ‘duty’ half of Ephesians, what was his opening demand?  In 4:1, he said, “Live a life worthy of the calling you have received.”  
	And what is that calling?  We read it earlier in 1:4; “To be holy and blameless.”  


	Do you see then, congregation, why sexual sin of any sort is OUT OF PLACE for believers?!
	As those called to be holy and blameless, sexual sin is OUT OF PLACE.  It is not fitting.  It is inappropriate to who you are in Christ.  You have no business committing acts or speaking words that have even the slightest appearance of sexual sin.


And to see further why this is so, we see that not only are we furnished with a description of the sin that has no place among believers, we are also warned about the seriousness of it; our second point.

Look with me now at v5: Paul says, “For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such a man is an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”

Now, I want us to pause for a moment and to just read over those words again, quietly, and let them sink in.  

Congregation, these are arresting words, cold shiver down the spine words, warning words.  There is no ambiguity here!  We must not fail to see the seriousness of what Paul is warning us against: “No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such a man is an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”  
And so we are clear on this, what we are being told here is that if you walk in immorality; sexual sin of any kind, then there is a very real possibility that you do not belong to Christ.
And lest you think that I am stating the case a little strongly, recall the words we read in Deuteronomy 27 about the curses that would come upon those who committed sexual sin.  
Listen to the words of Romans 8:12-13: “Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation-- but it is not to the sinful nature, to live according to it.  13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die.”  
Listen to the words of 1 Corinthians 6:9-10: “Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders … will inherit the kingdom of God.”  
Listen to the words of Galatians 5:19-21: “The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery … I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.”  
And so, again, if you walk in immorality; sexual sin of any kind, then there is a very real possibility that you do not belong to Christ.

Now, we need to be careful here to see what the text sets before us.  This is not saying that anyone who has ever committed a sexual sin misses out on eternal life.  If that were the case, King David, Judah, Solomon, Noah, and Abraham, etc, would all have no hope.  None of us would have hope.  
Because of those words in v5: “Such a man is an idolater,” what is being said here is that if your life is characterized by sexual sin; if your life pattern is characterized by habits of immorality, impurity, and sexual greed, then you have no part in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  
Regardless of what you claim to be in Christ, your life reveals that you are not walking with Christ.  
1 John 3:9 says, “No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.”  
Every person who is converted is led by the Holy Spirit to crucify sin and forsake it.  
So if your basic life pattern is one of habitual sexual sin, you are reflecting a relationship with the devil, not a relationship with God.  

So, make no mistake, if you continue to live a life dominated by sin like this you will spend eternity in the fires of hell.  
You will be one of those to whom Jesus will say on the Day of judgment, “I never knew you.  Away from Me you evildoers”

Now, what v6 tells us is that there are many, both from within the church and from without, who will try and say that this is not the case.  
They will tell you that God loves you just as you are, sexual sin and all.  
They will tell you that what may have been considered sin back in that culture is not really so bad today.  
They will tell you that God is a God of grace, not a God of wrath.  
They will tell you that you have an addictive personality; it is not your fault.  
They will say all kinds of things to try and get round the truth that is here set before us.  

Well, continues Paul, “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient.”  
Harking back to Eph. 2:2, Paul reminds us here that those who say such things are those who follow “the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.”  
And the warning that is made to them here in 5:6 is the same warning made to them in 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9: “He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  9 They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of His power.”  
And so, instead of those who try and comfort us as we walk in sin with these empty words, we must heed the Word of the Lord: “No immoral, impure or greedy person-- such a man is an idolater-- has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.”

But to those of you who are troubled by this warning, perhaps honestly reckoning with sexual sin for the first time, there is yet hope.  
For after warning the Corinthians in 6:10 that no sexually immoral person or idolater or adulterer or male prostitute or homosexual offenders … will inherit the kingdom of God,” Paul went on to say, “And that is what some of you were.  But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.”  
While there is no hope for unrepentant sinners, there is always hope for those who turn to God in true and humble repentance.  
And so, dear brother or sister, repent!  Turn to the Lord and confess your sins before Him.  
And do so, knowing that His promise is that “if you confess your sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive you your sins and purify you from all unrighteousness.”  
Do so knowing that you will enjoy your inheritance in His kingdom.

But as those who are children of God who are yet surrounded by all kinds of immorality, we must also spend a few moments considering what these verses call us to.  
For the fact is that while Ephesus was awash with immorality, it did not have billboards, magazines at the service station, newspapers, TV, and the internet.  While you had to go and find immorality in Ephesus, today immorality finds you.  
The story is told of a little boy whose mother had just baked a fresh batch of cookies.  She placed them in a jar and warned the family not to touch them before dinner.  Soon though, she heard the lid of the jar move a little.  So she called out, “Son, what are you doing?”  And the reply came back, “My hand is in the cookie jar resisting temptation!”  
Well, I think we all know that it is virtually impossible to resist temptation when we have our hands in the cookie jar.  
But the fact is, if you drive around the roads, or have a newspaper, or a TV, or an internet connection, or visit the dairy or service station, you encounter cookie jars with the lid off.  

And I think we would all agree that while we might choose to do without some of those things because of the very temptations they expose us to, we cannot avoid open cookie jars, altogether.  
If we want to vote intelligently, and be informed about our society, and get the information we need to live and work and function, and eat, we will need to read the newspaper, or drive around, or visit the shops, or watch TV, or use the internet, etc.  

But as men, young or old, we better join Job, who said in 31:1, “I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl.”  
You see, Job knew that he couldn’t avoid seeing girls, but he could choose how long and with what lenses he looked at them.  

And as women, young or old, we better think carefully about what novels and magazines we read, or the programs and ‘documentaries’ we watch.  

And as parents, we better find out and use whatever parental locks we can set on the TV or the computer, both for our children and ourselves.  And we better be prepared to cut that advert out of the newspaper or magazine before the children stumble across it.

Proverbs 17:22 says, “A cheerful heart is good medicine.”  Ecclesiastes 3:4 says there is a “time to laugh.”  So there is nothing intrinsically wrong with humour and laughter.  
But let’s each of us take great with what we laugh about.  Let’s learn to walk away when ever the conversation starts heading into the gutter.  

Or better still, let’s note the antidote to the poison of sexual sin that Paul summons us to in v4.  For there he says that there should be no “obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving.  
Now, in its narrowest sense, I think this call to thanksgiving also has sex in view.  
For sex is not a dirty thing.  It is a most beautiful thing that the Lord has created and designed to be enjoyed by husband and wife.  And if we have a godly attitude of thankfulness for this most precious and wonderful gift; an attitude that appreciates sex for what it is and for the One who gave it to us, we will have only hatred and dislike for any and all kinds of sexual sin; be it in ourselves or others.  


But even if this is a call to general thankfulness, it ought to have the same effect.  
Let’s use our bodies and our words to show thankfulness to God for all that He has blessed us with in Jesus Christ.  
Let’s dwell on what is good and righteous, and let’s thank the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ who has given all of these things to us as gifts that we do not deserve.

Through the Apostle, the Spirit of God has provided us with a description of sin that has no place amongst us as believers.  He has also clearly warned us as to the seriousness of this sin.  

And even if we can honestly say, before the Lord, that we do not walk in sexual sin, habitually, we must all acknowledge our weaknesses in regards to sexual sin.

So as we end our time together then, let our focus be on Jesus Christ.  
For Hebrews 4:15-16 says, “We do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-- yet was without sin.  16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”

Amen.

